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ABSTRACT

This Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed
Recreation Area Management Plan and Amendment to the California Desert
Area Plan: Imperial Sand Dune Recreation Area (project). The project is a
proposal by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to revise and
update the Recreation Area Management Plan and Environmental Assessment
for the Imperial Sand Dunes. The Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area
(ISDRA) is located in Imperial County, in southeastern California,
approximately 25 miles west of the Colorado River and immediately north of
the border between the United States and Mexico.

The project would provide direction and guidance on the management of land
use and resources of the ISDRA that would be consistent with current public
needs and resources status. The project includes the designation of
management areas, assignment of Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS)
classifications to those management areas, enhancement of efforts to
encourage a safe and enjoyable recreational experience for the user, and
emphasis on public education about OHV use in the context of the
recreational, cultural, and biological resources of the area. Where facilities are
planned, and where law enforcement is planned to be increased, these actions
are proposed to enhance public safety in the context of an enjoyable
recreational experience.

Implementing a revised RAMP would constitute an amendment to the
California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan, in accordance with BLM
planning regulations (43 CFR 1610.3-2). The BLM is the lead agency for this
DEIS, and maintains primary responsibility for compliance with National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for actions on federal lands it manages. In
addition, the BLM is responsible for consulting with the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to ensure that the project complies with the
Endangered Species Act (ESA). The USFWS is a cooperating agency under
NEPA.

The project incorporates measures to reduce the level and significance of
impacts to the human environment. With the application of mitigation
measures, the project would not result in significant adverse effects.

Project alternatives that are analyzed in this DEIS include:

Alternative 1:  No Action Alternative
Alternative 2:  Recreation and Resource Protection Alternative
Alternative 3:  Natural and Cultural Resource Alternative
Alternative 4:  Motorized Recreation Opportunities Alternative
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•  Issuance of the Record of Decision (ROD) to allow the BLM to move
forward in amending the CDCA Plan with an updated RAMP.  The
amendment of the CDCA Plan would then allow for implementation of the
management actions described in the RAMP.

•  Biological Opinion from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as a result of
formal consultation with the BLM in conformance with Section 7 of the
federal Endangered Species Act.
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